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Pizarro: San Jose's new falcons are Blaze, Bolt, Beatrix and Halo
By Sal Pizarro spizarro@mercurynews.com San Jose Mercury News
Posted:Fri May 16 12:07:03 MDT 2014 MercuryNews.com

San Jose's newest falcons, the four offspring of City Hall dwellers Clara and Fernando El Cohete, have
been given names -- Blaze, Bolt, Beatrix and Halo -- and now their fans will be eagerly anticipating their
first real flight.

The annual "Fledge Watch" began Friday, and the young falcons are expected to begin taking to the skies
sometime in the next week. Of course, things don't always go well for the falcons, so trained volunteers
will be positioned at designated spots around the birds' nest box at City Hall, ready to lend a hand if an
early flight turns into a nose dive onto San Fernando Street.

The names -- Blaze and Bolt are boys; Beatrix and Halo are girls -- were the most popular among the
entries nominated by San Jose schoolchildren. They were deemed most popular by judges that included
representatives from the Children's Discovery Museum, Happy Hollow Foundation and Happy Hollow Park
& Zoo, the former San Jose Peregrine Falcon Alliance, Silicon Valley Creates, the city's Environmental
Services Department and biologist Glenn Stewart of UC-Santa Cruz's Predatory Bird Research Group.

You can get more information on the Peregrine falcons and a link to the Santa Cruz Predatory Bird
Research Group's FalconCam at .www.sanjoseca.gov/falcons

UPDATE: Since this post was written, a mischievous Beatrix nudged Blaze off the ledge at City Hall on
Thursday and Bolt was "encouraged" to fly by his sister, Halo, too. Trained volunteers, who are positioned
at designated spots around the birds' nest box at City Hall, got the boys back up to the nest.

Contact Sal Pizarro at . Follow him at .spizarro@mercurynews.com Twitter.com/spizarro
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